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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 2493 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, OTRA, FR, UK, XA, VS 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER TRAN VAN DON 
REF: SAIGON 210 

1. DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER TRAN VAN DON PLANS TO VISIT ZAIRE, 

TOGO, NIGER, UPPER VOLTA AND LIBERIA DURING MARCH. GOOD-WILL 
VISITS ARE DESIGNED TO MAKE UP FOR COUNTRIES FOREIGN MINISTER 

BAC WAS FORCED TO CANCEL WHEN HE CUT SHORT HIS DECEMBER- JANUARY 
TOUR BECAUSE OF THE COMMUNIST MILITARY OFFENSIVE AT THAT TIEM 
(REFTEL), I.E. ZAIRE, LIBERIA AND TOGO; PLUS ADDITIONAL STOPS 
IN NIGER AND UPPER VOLTA. DON WILL BE CARRYING PERSONAL MESSAGES 
FROM PRESIDENT THIEU FOR THE RESPECTIVE CHIEFS OF STATE. HE 
WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY ONE AIDE, LIEUTENANT COLONEL LE VAN KHAN. 

2. DON WILL LEAVE SAIGON MARCH 9 FOR PARIS, AND FROM THERE WILL 
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9-16, TOGO MARCH 16-19, NIGER MARCH 19-22, UPPER VOLTA MARCH 22-25, 
LIBERIA MARCH 25-28. PRECISE ITINERARY IS BEING COORDINATED BY 
GVN EMBASSY LONDON THROUGH AMB LONG IN ZAIRE, AMB TRAN IN LIBERIA, 
AND AMB LOC IN ABIDJAN FOR THE OTHER THREE COUNTRIES. MFA 
SOURCE INDICATES SO FAR NO PRECISE TIMING HAS BEEN AGREED WITH ANY 
HOST COUNTRY AND THAT SCHEDULING PROBLEMS ARE EXPECTED. 

3. DON HAS ASKED US TO INFORM EMBASSIES IN HOST COUNTRIES IN 
ADVANCE AS HE WOULD LIKE TO CALL ON AMBASSADORS 

R DCM'S DURING HIS 

VISIT. HE WOULD APPRECIATE THEIR ADVICE ABOUT THE LOCAL SCENE AND 
PERHAPS THEIR SUGGESTIONS AS TO ADDITIONAL CALLS HE SHOULD MAKE. 

4. DON WAS ONE OF THE LEADERS 

F THE COUP THAT OVERTHREW PRESIDENT 

DIEM IN 1963 BUT WAS RETIRED AS A LIEUTENANT GENERAL IN 

THE MID-SIXTIES IN CONNECTION WITH ONE OF THE FREQUENT LEADERSHIP 

CHANGES THAT TOOK PLACE IN THAT PERIOD. HE WAS A SENATOR 1967-70 

AND HAS BEEN A MEMBER OF THE LOWER HOUSE SINCE 1971. HE SPEAKS 

FLUENT FRENCH AND ADEQUATE ENGLISH. 

LEHMANN 
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